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14 February 2011 

Ricardo announces seminar on wind turbine 
drivetrain innovation 
It has been announced that Ricardo will host a seminar at the prestigious 
EWEA 2011 conference in Brussels – Europe’s premier wind energy event – 
focusing on wind turbine drivetrain innovations and product development 

This half day seminar aims to provide delegates with an understanding of the full product development 

life-cycle processes, new technologies, and areas of advanced product innovation that are likely to be 

critical in reducing the cost and increasing the reliability of energy derived from wind power. Speakers 

from Ricardo and other leading wind energy organizations will give presentations outlining the latest 

developments in areas including product design and development processes and approaches, advanced 

wind turbine drivetrain solutions, component innovations, and the increasing role of drivetrain test-rigs.  

The seminar – which is free of charge for attendees of EWEA 2011 – will be held in Room 1102A of the 

world famous Brussels Expo, on the afternoon of Wednesday 16 March from 14.00 until 18.00. It will be 

of particular interest to those involved in the design and development of next-generation wind turbine 

drivetrains, as well as others including wind farm operators and investors wishing to better understand 

how innovation and the improvements in the design and development processes can increase 

confidence in the reliability of new turbines and therefore the robustness of their business case.  

Ricardo market sector director for clean energy and power generation Paul Jordan said: “Improving the 

reliability of wind turbine drivetrains is of critical importance, particularly for offshore wind projects, and is 

an area where Ricardo’s strength in innovation can make a major impact.  We’re extremely pleased to 

be able to host this important wind energy drivetrain innovation and technology seminar at what is 

perhaps the most important technical event in the European wind energy industry calendar. This seminar 

will interest many across the wind sector from drivetrain engineers to the investment community and will 

be a valuable addition to the main conference programme.” 

The full seminar agenda and registration details are available on the EWEA 2011 conference web site 

(www.ewec2011.info). For further information contact Tobias Drews (Tobias.Drews@ricardo.com). 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Ricardo plc: With technical centres and offices in the UK, USA, Germany, the Czech Republic, China, Japan, India 
and Korea, Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and strategic consultant to the world’s 
transportation sector industries. The company’s engineering expertise ranges from vehicle systems integration, 
controls, electronics and software development, to the latest driveline and transmission systems and gasoline, 
diesel, hybrid and fuel cell powertrain technologies. Its customers include the world’s major vehicle, engine and 
transmission manufacturers, tier 1 suppliers and leading motorsport teams. Ricardo is committed to excellence and 
industry leadership in people, technology and knowledge; approximately 70 per cent of its employees are highly 
qualified multi-disciplined professional engineers and technicians. A public company, Ricardo plc posted sales of 
£162.8 million in financial year 2010 and is a constituent of the FTSE techMark 100 index – a group of innovative 
technology companies listed on the London Stock Exchange. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.    
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